ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Learn about Poland’s rich multi-cultural past and
present. Encounter Poland as a place of 1000 years of
shared Polish and Jewish Heritage.

that a diverse and democratic Polish society is being rebuilt,
and learn how Poland has become a political, cultural and
economic engine of European Union in only 25 years.

Exploring Poland/Polin Heritage Study Tour – Summer
2015 is the second edition of the Taube Center for the
Renewal of Jewish Life in Poland Foundation’s successful pilot
program in 2014. The program brings American university
students of Polish and Polish Jewish descent to Poland to
discover their shared histories, connect with modern-day
Poland, and strengthen their Polish and Jewish identities.
During the 11-day immersion program, members of diaspora
communities learn about Poland’s multicultural heritage and
participate in today’s democratic life.

“Before the only things I know about Poland were things I learned
in the classroom, but being here is so much different and I think that
I learned more in 11 days than I could ever learn in a classroom.”
- B.Z.: participant

The initiative, generously supported by the Polish Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, understands Poland as a country with a
rich heritage, in which Poles, Jews, Ukrainians, Belarussians,
Germans, Tatars and many regional ethnic groups lived for
centuries prior to WWII. Today, Poland is embracing and
exploring its rich multi-cultural and multi-religious history.
The innovative study tour program developed by the Taube
Center in Warsaw immerses American students in the
dynamic history and cultural space of Poland, allowing them
to explore and understand 21st century Poland and to make
long-lasting connections.
“The program tour taught me so much about Poland’s rich
history, and culture, but more significantly, it taught me about
myself and my newfound connection to my Polish and Jewish
heritage”.
- H.A.: participant
Polish American and Jewish American alike are eager to
connect to their European heritage, to visit Poland and
explore the multi-faced society and region from which
their families came – the European world that shaped the
identities they would bring to America. Prior to last summer’s
pilot program, organized opportunities for university-age
members of Polish and Jewish communities to reconnect
with Poland through intensive study tours were sparse. This
program responds to a need for an inclusive model of heritage
education, which enables Polish and Jewish Americans to find
shared narratives, and explore their personal connections to
Poland.
The intensive program, led by academic faculty advisors,
includes special meetings with representatives of cultural,
civic, educational, political and faith-based organizations.
Participants will explore the fascinating and inspiring ways

Through workshops, seminaries, walking tours, site visits and
panel discussions, participants explore and engage with the
dynamic history and cultural space of the country, allowing
them to understand and connect with 21st century Poland.
Themes explored:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Destruction and Reconstruction of Polish Multicultural
Identities
Living in the Shadows of World War II and Communism
They Were Our Age: Youth Fighting for Freedom in WWII,
the Holocaust and in the anti-Communist
opposition
Polish Entrepreneurship: Business, Technology and Culture
Transmitting Intangible Heritages

Special visits: The Wieliczka Salt Mines and the Beskid Niski
Mountains (June Tour); The Polish Amber Seaside, the Baltic
coast and Gdansk, the birthplace of Solidarity (August Tour).
We invite applications from undergraduate and graduate
students interested in exploring their multicultural heritage in
Poland. Unpack the richness of Polish history and culture and
bring what you learn about Poland back to your communities
and families in the US. Be part of a unique movement!
Accommodation, ground travel, tours, entrance fees, special
sessions and meals are covered by the generous grants.
Participants are required to cover airfare, travel insurance and
personal expenses.
Summer 2015 Study Tours are limited to two groups of 15
students each.
APPLY NOW!
Deadline for applications: April 15, 2015
For more information, please contact:
polonia21@centrumtaubego.org.pl
Applications available:
www.21stcenturypolonia.pl

